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The idea to create IIITs in Andhra Pradesh came in April 2007, at the request of the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He was dissatisfied with the opportunities available to the
rural youth and wanted to set up at least three IIITs in the three regions of Andhra
Pradesh which would ensure better opportunities for rural students.
A Task Force was created under the Chairmanship of Prof. K.C. Reddy. This Task Force
produced a report to the government recommending the structure and functioning of the
proposed institutions.
In March of 2008, the AP Government created RGUKT by an Act of the Legislature as a
full-fledged university which would initially admit roughly the top 1% of the rural
students into the three residential campuses.
The first batch of about 6,500 tenth class graduates was admitted into a six year
integrated program in August of 2008. The initial selection was based on the local best
model where students receiving the top marks in every subject were selected
RGUKT Educational Objectives are :
The primary objective of establishing RGUKT was to provide high quality educational
opportunities for the aimed rural youth of Andhra Pradesh. The initial goal was that at
least the top 1 % of the rural graduates would be given the opportunity to study at
RGUKT. The top 1% of rural graduates is around 6,000 to 7,000 per year. Thus, the three
campuses would need residential accommodation for about 36,000 students for the six
year integrated program. At present, most universities in India and in Andhra Pradesh
follow the affiliated college structure model where the main role of the university is to set
the curriculum and conduct examinations to ensure that the students have indeed learned
the material prescribed in the curriculum. Most colleges have an entering class of 100-300.
Having an entry class of 6,000 students leads to issues of scale. This is unique to RGUKT
and is being attempted for the first time in India. In the US, several of the larger
universities do have enrolments of 20,000 to 30,000. However not all of them tend to be
residential universities. Thus RGUKT, as a green field university, represents a unique
experiment in the educational arena.
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